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DeESK BOUND

Linux has strayed from its server hunting grounds to make

www.cRn.vnunet.com 55

inroads onto the desktop. But it still has a tough fight to upset

Microsoft's dominance, writes Guy Matthews
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INUX SEEMS TO EXCITE THE SORT

oF strong feelings that other iy . : :
CRNcondensed cechnologies can enly dream of  LiNUX tends to be concentrated among technical users. It is
b Linux excites st b its success When did you last hear anyone £ H i i .
i d‘m ot g s still on its way up a steep commercial learning curve.
accustomed to Windows dominance. worked storage, or seriously

b Primarily a server system to date, Linux s said to
bemakil'lg s afe tinr e into tha dacls: P
space.

b Although not really ‘free’in the normally accepted

exercised about CRM? But take a stand on
open source operating systems (OS) and
you could be feted or jeered, depending on

The battleground on which the two who heads Microsoft’s Windows Client
have been testing each other to date is division in the UK, and asked if she felt
largely server-side. But recenty there has  Linux was set to be a major desktop force

sense, Linux does offer other advantages over
Windows in the eyes of many, such as better virus
protection.

¥ Despite some powerful backers, Linux still has a
mountain to climb, and might remain an essentially
nicheinterest.

the company you're keeping.

Feelings run high because so much is at
stake. On the one side is ranged the biggest
software company on the planet and its
vast user base, and on the other a rag bag
of forces whose hopes of seeing Windows
undermined rest on what seems to be an
increasingly serious alternative.

been a growing conviction among Linux
apologists that the open source OS can
hack it on the desktop too. Can they be
serious? Linux as a desktop rival to
Microsoft? Linux head to head with the
most geographically distributed brand
name in the world?

CRN spoke first to Cynthia Crossley,

any time soon.
“We're not seeing much happening in
the Linux desktop market in the UK," she
says. "It accounts for about one per cent
of desktops at the moment. Linux still
tends to be concentrated among highly
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