
Accenture and Avanade Expand Capabilities to Accelerate Data Readiness and Generative AI 
Adoption with Microsoft Technology 

 
Companies team with Microsoft to reinvent and extend its leadership reporting and intelligence capability 

with Microsoft Fabric 
 

NEW YORK; Nov. 15, 2023 -- Accenture (NYSE: ACN) and Avanade have launched new offerings 
applying Microsoft Fabric to help organizations accelerate data readiness, make insights more 
accessible, and create a foundation for AI – all powered by a practice of 4,000 Fabric-certified 
professionals. Building on their recently announced collaboration around generative AI, the companies 
are also delivering new capabilities to help clients customize and extend Microsoft Copilot solutions to 
reimagine work with generative AI. 
 
“Data, as part of a strong digital core on cloud, has become a critical driver of total enterprise reinvention 
and is the precursor to achieving exponential value through AI,” said Chris Howarth, senior managing 
director and Accenture Microsoft Business Group lead. “Together with Avanade, we are helping our 
clients harness the transformative power of data and AI – from enhancing data readiness with Microsoft 
Fabric, to accelerating generative AI adoption with Microsoft Copilots.” 
 
In 2024, 75% of C-level leaders plan to increase their spending on data and AI, compared to 50% that 
increased spending in 2023, according to new research from Accenture. 
 
“Our clients are accelerating data transformation to meet the AI moment,” said Craig Gorsline, Avanade’s 
Chief Growth Officer and Global Technology Business Group Lead. “Having worked with Microsoft Fabric 
for a long time, Avanade is uniquely positioned to deliver the value from data, analytics and AI that our 
clients need. Alongside Accenture, we have a cohesive suite of Microsoft Fabric offerings, experience, 
and commitments, helping our clients build the data foundations that power AI innovation.” 
 
Enhancing Data Readiness with Microsoft Fabric 
As part of Accenture’s $3B investment in data and AI, Accenture and Avanade are building a practice of 
certified professionals to help organizations plan, architect, develop, pilot, and deploy Microsoft Fabric, 
which can bring together data from thousands of sources across the enterprise.  
 
New Microsoft Fabric accelerators and assets include a security readiness assessment; a migration 
approach to help companies speed the modernization of their data platforms; and industry and functional 
accelerators for finance, customer sales and service, supply chain, manufacturing, retail and consumer 
packaged goods. The companies have also launched a specialized Microsoft Fabric training program, as 
part of Accenture's AI academy, to help cultivate future-ready talent and accelerate transformation with 
Fabric. 
 
Accenture and Avanade are collaborating with Microsoft to help its people access, manage, and act on 
data and insights across its product organization. The companies are helping Microsoft use Microsoft 
Fabric to provide self-service analytics capabilities that unlock the power of its data and help its people 
innovate faster. With a simplified, integrated platform, Microsoft has the data foundation needed to 
accelerate the adoption of AI. 
 
The companies are also working with a global food business to help transform how its employees access 
information and gain better insights across its operations. As an early adopter of Microsoft Fabric, the 
company has a flexible, modern data platform that supports AI-driven analytics, unleashing its data to 
help improve employee productivity and satisfaction. 
 
Accenture is using Microsoft Fabric to help transform the digital user experience for its 733,000 people by 
providing new insights about the employee experience. For Avanade, Fabric is simplifying last-mile data 
provisioning, widening access to enterprise data for more employees, and accelerating time-to-insights. 
The companies are applying their experience and learnings to client projects. 
 



Accelerating Generative AI with Microsoft  
Accenture and Avanade will support organizations with the development of custom generative AI 
applications leveraging Microsoft Copilots – including Microsoft 365 Copilot, Copilot for Sales and Copilot 
Studio – Azure OpenAI, Azure Machine Learning, and the Microsoft platform. Tapping into the Accenture 
Center for Advanced AI, the companies can help clients select and fine tune large language models 
(LLMs) and build new generative AI capabilities.  
 
Accenture and Avanade are working with Repsol, a global multi-energy company based in Madrid with 
operations in 24 countries and a commercial presence in more than 90 countries, on the adoption of 
Microsoft 365 Copilot. Through Repsol’s Generative AI Competence Center, the companies have 
assessed its readiness for generative AI, established a governance model, and are training its people to 
make the most of the technology. For another client, Ferrovial, a large global infrastructure company, the 
companies are helping to maximize the value of its Copilot program by sharing learnings and best 
practices across use cases, training trial participants, and helping them build the business case for 
broader adoption. 
 
New Copilot assets help to accelerate adoption with functional, industry and role-specific capabilities, 
across areas including supply chain, finance, HR, IT, retail, banking, insurance and oil and gas. The 
assets and accelerators leverage Accenture and Avanade security best practices to help organizations 
address their security and compliance requirements. 
 
Together, Accenture and Avanade have thousands of dedicated Microsoft generative AI professionals, 
equipped with skills via a comprehensive training initiative. Combined, Avanade and Accenture now have 
more than 240,000 Microsoft-skilled people, including 65,000 professionals dedicated to delivering 
Microsoft technologies. 
 
About Accenture 
Accenture is a leading global professional services company that helps the world’s leading businesses, 
governments and other organizations build their digital core, optimize their operations, accelerate revenue 
growth and enhance citizen services—creating tangible value at speed and scale. We are a talent- and 
innovation-led company with approximately 733,000 people serving clients in more than 120 countries. 
Technology is at the core of change today, and we are one of the world’s leaders in helping drive that 
change, with strong ecosystem relationships. We combine our strength in technology and leadership in 
cloud, data and AI with unmatched industry experience, functional expertise and global delivery 
capability. We are uniquely able to deliver tangible outcomes because of our broad range of services, 
solutions and assets across Strategy & Consulting, Technology, Operations, Industry X and Song. These 
capabilities, together with our culture of shared success and commitment to creating 360° value, enable 
us to help our clients reinvent and build trusted, lasting relationships. We measure our success by the 
360° value we create for our clients, each other, our shareholders, partners and communities. Visit us 
at www.accenture.com. 
 
About Avanade 
Avanade is the leading provider of innovative digital, cloud and advisory services, industry solutions and 
design-led experiences across the Microsoft ecosystem. Every day, our 60,000 professionals in 26 
countries make a genuine human impact for our clients, their employees, and their customers. 
 
We have been recognized, together with our parent Accenture, as Microsoft’s Global SI Partner of the 
Year more than any other company. With the most Microsoft certifications (60,000+) and 18 (out of 18) 
Gold-level Microsoft competencies, we are uniquely positioned to help businesses grow and solve their 
toughest challenges. We are a people first company, committed to providing an inclusive workplace 
where employees feel comfortable being their authentic selves. As a responsible business, we are 
building a sustainable world and helping young people from underrepresented communities fulfill their 
potential. Majority owned by Accenture, Avanade was founded in 2000 by Accenture LLP and Microsoft 
Corporation. Learn more at www.avanade.com. 
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