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KIRBY CORPORATION PICKS AVANADE TO IMPROVE ITS EMPLOYEE EXPERIENCE 

 
Mobile solution built on Microsoft Azure will improve employee engagement and safety while helping 

Kirby evolve into a digital workplace 

 
HOUSTON/SEATTLE – September 01, 2016 – Avanade today announced that it is working with Kirby 
Corporation (Kirby), the nation’s largest domestic tank barge operator, to develop a mobile solution in 
support of its digital workplace journey. Built on Microsoft Azure using Xamarin, the mobile application 
will enable Kirby employees to access company tools and information, eliminating many manual 
processes and physical barriers to getting work done.  
 
Together, Avanade and Kirby identified a mobile framework built on Microsoft Azure that would 
increase employee effectiveness and engagement, while helping Kirby achieve its long-term business 
goals. The 10-12 week project will result in an application that provides instant access to safety videos, 
travel schedules, messaging and more, resulting in improved employee connectedness, engagement 
and safety.   
 
“Ensuring employee safety and engagement is intrinsic to Kirby’s core values,” said David Mosley, CIO 
of Kirby Corporation. “We wanted to harness Microsoft’s technology and Avanade’s deep enterprise 
expertise to provide a solution that empowers and connects employees no matter where they are.” 
 
With the most certified professionals for Microsoft Azure and as the number one Microsoft Certified 
Partner for deploying and administrating Azure, Avanade has driven more consumption of the cloud-
based platform than any other Microsoft partner. 
 
“A digital workplace improves employee engagement and customer service, while increasing 
competitive advantages,” said Scott Rodgers, Avanade’s senior vice president. “This mobile solution 
will support Kirby’s values, empower its employees and help ensure their safety on a reliable platform 
that can scale according to the company’s evolving digital needs.”  
 
About Kirby Corporation  
Kirby Corporation, based in Houston, Texas, is the nation’s largest domestic tank barge operator 
transporting bulk liquid products throughout the Mississippi River System, on the Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway, coastwise along all three United States coasts, and in Alaska and Hawaii. Kirby transports 
petrochemicals, black oil, refined petroleum products and agricultural chemicals by tank barge. Kirby 
also operates offshore dry-bulk barge and tugboat units engaged in the offshore transportation of dry-
bulk cargoes in the United States coastal trade. Through the diesel engine services segment, Kirby 
provides after-market service for medium-speed and high-speed diesel engines and reduction gears 
used in marine and power generation applications. Kirby also distributes and services diesel engines, 
transmissions and pumps, and manufactures and remanufactures oilfield service equipment, including 
pressure pumping units, for land-based oilfield service and oil and gas operator and producer markets. 
For more information please visit www.kirbycorp.com.  
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About Avanade 
Avanade is the leading provider of innovative digital and cloud services, business solutions and 
design-led experiences delivered through the power of people and the Microsoft ecosystem. Our 
professionals combine technology, business and industry expertise to build and deploy solutions to 
realize results for our clients and their customers. Avanade has 29,000 digitally connected people 
across 23 countries, bringing clients the best thinking through a collaborative culture that honors 
diversity and reflects the communities in which we operate. Majority owned by Accenture, Avanade 
was founded in 2000 by Accenture LLP and Microsoft Corporation. Learn more at www.avanade.com.  
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